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Abstract

This portfolio presents three works for medium to large ensemble, unified by an interest in
harmonic saturation, pacing, and ensemble behaviour. Each piece favours dense sonorities,
flexible forms, and gradual transformation over theme-based development. While the
instrumentation varies, all three works are shaped by non-functional harmony, formal
ambiguity, and a recurring fascination with groove and instability.

Prism serves as a saturated overture for big band. Portals offers a four-movement suite
traversing varied ensemble roles and shifting textures. Sungazer closes the set as a large-form
ensemble work that blends jazz vocabulary with orchestral pacing, drawing harmonic
material from Portals and scaling it up to full ensemble scope. Together, these works explore
ensemble interaction, thythmic ambiguity, and harmonic saturation, recurring signatures of

my compositional voice.
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Approx.
No. Title Structure Ensemble
Duration
1 Prism Standalone  Big Band with Vibraphone 5°20”
Work
2  Portals Multi- Various Ensembles 20°00”
Movement Work
I. Traverse Mid-Sized Jazz Ensemble 5’307
I1. Vigil SATB Choir, Two Horns, and Rhythm Section 4°00”
L. Undertow String Quartet 3°30”
IV. Elysium Big Band 7°00”
3 Sungazer Standalone  Large Jazz Ensemble with Strings and Harp ~ 6°45”

Work
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Prism
Big band with Vibraphone —~5°20"

Prism is a medium swing piece for big band, conceived as a homage to traditional form
voiced through a contemporary harmonic lens. Structured as a continuous tonal journey rather
than a head-solo-head chart, it integrates formal ambiguity, harmonic pivots, and improvisation
within a coherent developmental arc.

The harmony references tonal centres in the style of multi-tonic systems but avoids
resolution through planing, modal mixture, and II-V “fakes.” Solos by vibraphone, trombone,
and tenor saxophone are embedded within the structure, nudging the piece toward a restrained
shout chorus. Cluster voicings at the end deepen the texture without rupture. Prism opens the

portfolio as a gateway piece, accessible in groove but harmonically elusive.

Portals — I. Traverse
Mid-Sized Jazz Ensemble — ~5’30"

Traverse opens the Portals suite with slow propulsion, thythmic asymmetry, and modal
contour. Scored for a lean horn section with flute, clarinet, and soprano sax layered into trumpet,
trombone, and guitar, the texture moves fluidly between 5/4, 4/4, and 3/4. There is no grid, just
phrasing that lands differently across voices, creating motion without groove.

The harmonic landscape is pedal-driven and quartal, stretched rather than resolved.
Tonality surfaces through contour, not cadence, with piano and bass grounding a colouristic
upper layer. Two solos (tenor and soprano sax) are embedded within the structure: neither uses
traditional backgrounds, and both are absorbed into the ensemble texture. The piece is not
climactic; it’s transitional. A traversal. The ECM influence is evident: ambiguity over

resolution and motion without drama.

Portals — II. Vigil
SATB Choir, Two Horns, and Rhythm Section —~400"

Vigil is the emotional centre of the Portals suite, a through-composed, reflective work
grounded in brushed 3/4 swing and tonal choral writing. The opening vamp sets a suspended
mood, with flugelhorn and soprano sax floating above. Choral entries unfold like a slow chorale:
block harmonies, inward pacing, and blurred cadences shaped by staggered voice-leading.

Though the piece includes lyric text, the choir functions more as an ensemble voice
punctuating, swelling, and layering like a horn section. Midway solos for flugelhorn and

vibraphone introduce lyricism while the choir re-enters in stretched harmonies and slow
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imitative gestures. A final soprano sax phrase over pedal point leads back to a revoiced choral

close. Vigil holds space not for resolution but for stillness.

Portals — III. Undertow
String Quartet —~3'30"

Undertow is a through-composed miniature placed at the structural hinge of the Portals
suite. Though brief, it’s harmonically dense and metrically unstable, a piece that moves laterally
rather than forward, with tightly coiled tension in every entry and interval.

Bowed textures dominate, punctuated by a brief pizzicato in the cello, evoking walking
bass, grounding a violin solo. Sul ponticello colours thin the texture, shifting the emotional
register. The writing remains contrapuntal but rhythmically misaligned: no unisons, no rest,
only the illusion of direction. Harmony unfolds through modal quartal structures and
diminished fragments, moving laterally without cadence. Undertow isn’t an interlude; it’s a

quiet pull and a gravitational reorientation before the suite’s finale.

Portals — IV. Elysium
Big band — ~7°00"

Elysium closes the Portals suite with clarity, swing, and a sense of rhythmic resolution.
Loosely built around an AABA form, each return is reharmonised and reorchestrated with
evolving harmonic colour and pacing. The language is tonal but embellished — altered
dominants, colour extensions, and chromatic voice-leading give the texture lift and elasticity.

The piece opens in lyrical 3/4 swing, with solos for soprano sax and flugelhorn
emerging naturally from the form. A revoiced B section introduces a counterpoint between
backgrounds soloists. The shout chorus builds not through power but through density, followed
by a final return of the head in a new light. The piece ends on a vamp: open, unresolved, and

pulsing forward. Elysium doesn’t close the suite with punctuation; it exhales.

Sungazer
Large Jazz Ensemble with Strings and Harp — ~6"45"

Sungazer is a through-composed work for large jazz ensemble with strings and harp,
drawing inspiration from the qualities of early light. Rather than depict sunrise directly, the
piece unfolds through motion, growth, and harmonic warmth. Strings are used lyrically and
harmonically, while the harp functions rhythmically within the rhythm section.

The piece begins in a galloping 3/4 with modal ostinato, later giving way to a lyrical
middle led by strings and alto saxophone. A flexible solo section leads into a metric

modulation, shifting to an uptempo 4/4 swing without breaking the pulse. The intensity
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builds, then contracts into a chorale for strings, followed by a sharp tutti-driven shout section,
and finally returns to 3/4 with a climactic layering of cross-rhythms and free drumming.

The harmonic language is extended modal, coloured by modal interchange and
enriched with flat-V maj7 and 1/3 cadences. Harmony here is not functional; it glows,

refracts, and shifts like light.

About the Composer

Dr Eugene Seow, DME, FRSA, is a Singaporean composer-arranger, multi-
instrumentalist, and higher education lecturer specialising in jazz studies, thythm pedagogy,
and ensemble composition. He holds a Doctor of Music Education (High Distinction, Gold
Medallion), a Master of Music in Jazz Performance from Queens College, CUNY, and a
Bachelor of Music in Jazz Composition and Professional Music (Summa Cum Laude) from
Berklee College of Music.

His compositional work draws on jazz and chamber idioms, favouring modular form,
harmonic layering, and rhythmic asymmetry. Seow prioritises ensemble interaction over
soloistic narrative, often exploring contrapuntal texture, metric modulation, and tonal
ambiguity within accessible forms.

He has released works since 2014, including Origin Story (2018) and Sungazer
(2014), a large ensemble track. Both are available on streaming platforms. His catalogue
spans big band, SATB choir with rhythm section, jazz chamber groups, and classical string
quartet.

Seow also holds performance diplomas in drum kit, piano, bass, and percussion,
including the LTCL, DipABRSM, DipRSL, and CIPP. These fluencies inform his pacing,

register, articulation, and rhythm section design approach.
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for Large Jazz Ensemble with Strings and Harp

Submitted for the
Fellowship of the Victoria College of Music (FVCM)
in Composition

Candidate: Dr Eugene Seow
Post-nominals: DME, FRSA, LTCL, DipABRSM, DipRSL, CIPP
Academic Qualifications: MMus (Jazz Studies — Performance), BMus (Jazz
Composition/Professional Music)
Date of Completion: May 2025
Score Duration: Approx. 6 minutes 45 seconds

Instrumentation
Saxophones

Soprano Saxophone
Alto Saxophone 1
Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Brass

Hormn in F

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2
Trombone 1
Trombone 2

Strings

Violin |
Violin II
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

Rhythm Section

Harp
Guitar
Piano
String Bass
Drum Set
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